
MINUTES 
 
Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th February 2025 at 7pm in Spaldwick Community Room, 
Spaldwick Primary School. 
 
Present: Councillors S Jackson-Rimmer (SJR- Chair), W Burcham (WB- Vice-Chair), S Isaac (SI) and 
S Cardwell (Clerk). 

 
25/2/1 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Non-Attendance- G Rice (GR), S Parfrey (SP), District &  

County Cllr I Gardener.   
25/2/2 Declarations of Interests for Members (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests)- none. 
25/2/3 To Receive and Approve the Minutes of the Spaldwick Parish Council Meeting on 16th January  

2025- Cllr SI proposed signing and approval of the minutes as a true record of the meeting,  
seconded by Cllr WB and carried unanimously. 

25/2/4 Matters arising from those Minutes- none.   
25/2/5 To receive and consider any applications for co-option (signing of acceptance of office if applicable)-  

No one presented themself. 
25/2/6 Public Open Forum: Each person wishing to address the council will be allowed to speak for a       

 maximum of 5 minutes subject to the Chairman’s discretion. This part cannot be longer than 10  
             minutes per item- no members of the public present. 
 
25/2/7 Planning 

   To consider new planning consultations: none. 
 
25/2/7.1 Determined by planning authority:- all noted. 

 
   Discharge of condition 9 (Public Rights of Way Scheme) of 23/01948/FUL Land East Of Ivy Way  
   Spaldwick.  Ref. No: 24/80443/COND | Received: Wed 18 Dec 2024 | Validated: Wed 18 Dec  
   2024 | Status: Approved 
 

       Discharge of condition 12 (PROW) of 23/00649/FUL following appeal APP/H0520/W/23/3330136 
Land East Of Ivy Way Spaldwick.  Ref. No: 24/80438/COND | Received: Fri 13 Dec 2024 |     
Validated: Fri 13 Dec 2024 | Status: Approved 

 
Discharge of condition 4 (Parking) of 22/02214/FUL  1 Royston Avenue Spaldwick Huntingdon    
PE28 0TH Ref. No: 24/80431/COND | Received: Fri 06 Dec 2024 | Validated: Fri 06 Dec 2024 |  
Status: Approved 

 
   Erection of a new single storey poly tunnel and Victorian style green house for domestic use 
   27 High Street Spaldwick Huntingdon PE28 0TD Ref. No: 24/01722/HHFUL | Received: Thu 19    
   Sep 2024 | Validated: Mon 18 Nov 2024 | Status: Approved 
 
   Single storey flat roof extension to match existing shower room section.  57 Stow Road Spaldwick  
   Huntingdon PE28 0TE Ref: 24/02310/CLPD.  Received: Tue 10 Dec 2024 | Status: Refused |  
   Decision Issued Date: Mon 03 Feb 2025 

 
25/2/7.2 Further discussion regarding a Neighbourhood plan- Cllr SJR provided an update for the Council  

  that she and the Clerk had an initial meeting with Stow Longa Parish Council regarding  
  collaborating on a Neighbourhood Plan.  They are now awaiting dates for a joint meeting with a  
  Councillor from Grafham Parish Council who can advise further on the process.  Details from a  
  Scribe online training session about Neighbourhood Planning that the Clerk attended have also  
  been circulated.  

 
25/2/7.3 To note: CCC are undertaking a consultation on their draft Local Validation List which will be  

  updated this year.  The consultation closes on 10th March 2025- noted. 
 

25/2/7.4 To note details of the HDC Housing Land Supply Position Update which was circulated- noted.   
   Cllr SJR attended the online briefing. 

 
25/2/7.5 To discuss the Teversham Parish Council letter to the Minister for Housing & Planning (previously  



  circulated)- Following discussions, Cllr SJR proposed the letter be used as a template to raise the  
  same concerns regarding the volume and complexity of planning documents that the Parish  
  Council are supposed to read and use to inform planning recommendations.  This was seconded  
  by Cllr WB and carried unanimously.  Clerk to action.   

 
25/2/8 Finance  
25/2/8.1 Accounts update.  Balance at 12.02.2025: £47,291.39- noted. 
25/2/8.2 Further discussion of funding for upcoming projects and support from Hunts Forum- Cllrs SJR and  

   WB met with a representative from Hunts Forum who provided various details of funds.  A meeting  
   is to be arranged with a further contact for more specific project guidance.  It was noted that the  
   process of applying for a funded project can take a couple of years.  

25/2/8.3 To note: The Band D Charge for the 2025/26 precept has been confirmed by HDC as £44.75  
  (precept £11,670, tax base 260.8)- noted. 
 
  Expenditure for approval 20th February 2025 

25/2/8.4 To note: Direct debit: Tomato/ Clear Energies- TBC- The Clerk confirmed the total is £15.17.. 
25/2/8.5 Clerk’s wages (Jan-Feb) £638.55 (S.Cardwell: £584.95 HMRC (income tax: £53.60 + NI: 0)). 
25/2/8.6 A.Murphy invoice for cleaning of the Community Room (Jan-Feb): £57.20. 
25/2/8.7 JRB Enterprises invoice for dog bags: £76.38 (inc. VAT)- TBC.  
25/2/8.8 To ratify the Spaldwick Social Group grant payment agreed last meeting for the community  

  Christmas tree: £374.98- Cllr SJR proposed all totals be approved, this was seconded by Cllr WB  
  and carried unanimously.  Cllrs SJR and WB will authorise the payments.     

 
25/2/9 Assets – Provision/Maintenance 
25/2/9.1 Weekly Ferriman Road Play Area’s Inspection- Cllr WB confirmed all ok and no worsening of the  

   state of the wetpour. 
25/2/9.2 Update regarding the Community Room (including cleaning, insulation, over 60s group)- Cllr SJR  

   confirmed the inventory of the kitchen cupboards had been completed by herself and Cllr WB.  It  
   was agreed to put a sign on the toilet bin to remind people that it is only for paper hand towels.   
   Increased bookings will be monitored and any additional cleaning required to be arranged as and  
   when.  Following a recent assessment, it was noted that additional heaters are needed along the  
   back wall, however, the issue of insulation needs to be considered first.  Spaldwick School will  
   provide a quote for installing insulation.  Following discussions, it was agreed that the over 60s  
   group would have two weeks’ notice for any bookings that would require their rolling booking to be  
   cancelled.  It was also agreed that they could put their group posters in the phonebox and in the  
   Community room but there would not be enough space in the Council noticeboards. 

25/2/9.3 Update from Cllr GR regarding The War Memorials Trust and grant application- the grant  
   application has been submitted and the next Woolley Hill Wind Farm meeting will be on 16th April. 

25/2/9.4 Further discussion of the equipment for the open space or Town and Poors Field in Spaldwick-  
   Ongoing while advice is received regarding funding and potential projects. 

25/2/9.5 Update from Cllr GR regarding the MVAS Flashing Speed signs- deferred. 
25/2/9.6 Update regarding grasscutting for the coming year- The new contractor should start work in March.   

   The Clerk has emailed to check they have everything they need. 
25/2/9.7 Discussion regarding the allotment site, the Allotment Association (SCAA) and rent fees for 2026- 

  27- Following discussions, Cllr SJR proposed a 3% increase next year based on inflation; this was  
  seconded by Cllr SI and carried unanimously.  Clerk to prepare invoices for 2025-26 at the same  
  rate as last year, based on the list of plotholders provided by SCAA.  The updated regulations are  
  to be emailed out at the same time as the invoices.  Cllr WB reported that the site is quite quiet  
  currently.  The minutes of the most recent SCAA meeting have been emailed to Cllr WB and the  
  Clerk and will be circulated. 

25/2/9.8 Update regarding the village noticeboards- Awaiting better weather for renovation.  It was agreed  
   that Cllr WB will update the noticeboards going forward and Cllr SI will take over responsibility for  
   the weekly inspections of the playpark. 

25/2/9.9 Update regarding the defibrillator- no update. 
25/2/9.10 Further discussion regarding the well near to the Jubilee bench- on hold for now. 
25/2/9.11 Update from Cllr SI regarding the offer of trees- Awaiting further information. 
25/2/9.12 Update regarding maintenance of the Town & Poors field- Cllr WB updated the Council that the  

  current landowner of the neighbouring property has given permission for the large trunk to be      
    removed.  The ditches will be maintained when possible, as previously agreed. 

25/2/9.13 IT update including website- The archiving and order of agendas and minutes displayed on the  



  website needs to be addressed urgently.  The Clerk was asked to make some enquiries  
  accordingly. 
 
25/2/10 Highways, footpaths, byways, gritting bin, trees, etc. 
25/2/10.1 Highways update (Long Lane, the village Green)- Cllr SJR confirmed the gate at the end of Long  

     Lane has now been locked. 
25/2/10.2 Update regarding the 24/25 LHI bid and planned MVAS unit- Cllr SJR confirmed the approximate  

     post installation cost will be £631.  It was agreed that the Parish Council is happy to proceed with  
     the location proposed by Highways. 

25/2/10.3 To note: CCCs 20MPH Funding 2025/26 Applications are now open (deadline 17:00PM on  
     Friday 28th March 2025)- noted.  It was agreed other issues are more pressing in the village. 

25/2/10.4 To discuss projects for Highways England funding (Social Value Fund)- No reply has been  
     received to Cllr SJR’s question raised with National Highways about this. 

25/2/10.5 Update from the most recent A14 SAG meeting- Cllr WB attended the meeting and provided an  
     update for the Council.  Items covered included: apologies for the lane closures following the oil  
     spillage, recent A14 accidents and near misses, an assessment of current signage, HGVs  
     travelling through villages at times of heavy congestion, planned works at Catworth, upcoming  
     night narrow lanes and 40mph restrictions, the limited budgetfor the coming year as the funding  
     period comes to an end, individual village meetings to be made with the new Highways  
     Inspector, discussion regarding closure of the Woolley/Easton/Leighton Bromswold junctions, the  
     online Maverick mapping application and the importance of continuing to report incidents on ‘fix  
     my street’ and following-up with A Trille subsequently if there is an issue or no response.  It was  
     also noted that Cambs Police sometimes attend the SAG meetings and MP Ben Obese-Jecty  
     would also like to be included in future meetings.  The minutes of the most recent meeting have  
     been circulated to all Councillors. 

25/2/10.6 To note: HDC has launched its Public Engagement on Active Travel (views on the future of  
     walking, wheeling, and cycling in the district).  Deadline: 16th March 2025- noted. 
 

25/2/11 Update regarding contact with Leighton Bromswold Parish Council- no update yet. 
 

25/2/12 Woolley Windfarm update- next meeting in April. 
 
25/2/13 To consider the request made for a letter of support for the St James’ Church and the Spaldwick  

 Common Ground Group project discussed last meeting- The draft letter written by the Clerk will be  
 emailed around for comments prior to the next meeting. 

 
25/2/14 To consider possible plans for the VE 80 anniversary- Cllr SJR has already contacted Spaldwick  

  Social Group and St James’ Church to enquire about plans.  The Clerk was asked to contact the  
  Over 60s group and to enquire about a RBL wreath. 

 
25/2/15 To discuss the Annual Parish meeting- The list of groups to invite was finalised and the Clerk will  

  draft an email to be sent. 
 
25/2/16 To consider the draft Grants Policy and draft Document Retention and Archive Policy (circulated)-  

  Following discussions, Cllr SJR proposed approval of the Document Retention and Archive Policy,  
  seconded by Cllr WB and carried unanimously.  Some amendments were discussed for the draft  
  Grants Policy so the Clerk will amend and recirculate for consideration next meeting.  

 
25/2/17 Any items for the next edition of Spaldwick News- The Annual Parish Meeting, Councillor vacancy  

 and hiring the Community Room. 
 
25/2/18 Correspondence (-previously circulated- see attached list)- all noted. 
 
25/2/19 Councillors’ questions- Items for the next agenda: Training, updated asset register, Who to Contact  

 document. 
 
25/2/20 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 20th March.   

 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
Signed:                                                          (Chair)                                      Date: 


