Chair’s Annual Report 2025

As always | would like to start by thanking my fellow Parish Councillors for their
support and help during the past twelve months; | couldn’t have managed the last
twelve months without you. | would like to welcome Lucy and Frank who are joining
us as new parish councillors for Spaldwick.

| would also like to thank our Clerk, Sarah Cardwell, for all her support over the last
twelve months. Sarah has always done a fantastic job in ensuring that myself and
the council runs smoothly and finally, to thank District Councillor and recently re-
elected County Councillor lan Gardiner for his vital assistance.

This year there has been a recurring area of research and discussion, it has been
the necessity for Spaldwick to have a Neighbourhood Plan. A Neighbourhood Plan is
a legal document that supports local residents, homeowners and land owners in
having their say on the scale and type of developments that will make a positive
contribution to their community. It is a document that is written by the community not
by the Parish Council but with the backing of the Parish Council. We hope to develop
a working party with the aim of producing a Neighbourhood Plan.

In November we held an extraordinary meeting to discuss our response to HDCs
Local Plan. The Local Plan is the plan for future sustainable development within the
district. We had four sites, within the village, that had been put forward as possible
sites for development. These were discussed and our feedback was sent to HDC.
Since then a further four sites have been put forward to HDC.

We were successful in our bid for Local Highways funding for an MVAS unit on
Thrapston Road, we are just waiting for delivery of the unit and installation of the
post. This should take place sometime in late May/early June.

We were also successful in our application for funding from the Woolley Hill Wind
Farm Community Fund towards the restoration of the Spaldwick War Memorial. The
next stage is to apply for planning approval and then we hope to be arranging the
necessary work before the end of the year.

The Jubilee bench was installed in June last year and it’s a lovely addition to the
village. We are applying for funding from the National Highways Social Value Fund
towards some planters to go either side to brighten up the area.

Whilst installing the Jubilee bench we uncovered a forgotten village well. The Parish
Council intend to apply for funding to reinstate this village feature.

We have been having discussions with Huntingdonshire District Community Services
to look at how we can make better use of the Town and Poors Charity field for all of
the village residents, especially the older children.

Late last year | attended HDCs Town and Parish Forum. It was very informative. |
was able to speak to representatives from most departments within HDC. | look
forward to attending this years.



In April we organised a village litter pick which was very well attended. From the
feedback received we are hoping to arrange another one later in the year.

This year has been quite busy, other things to note are the kindly donated trees that
have been planted in the Town and Poors Charity field, the Parish Council has given
its support to the Common Ground project, we have celebrated the VE 80t
anniversary, Councillor Shayne Parfrey’s meeting with Ben Obese-Jecty in the
Houses of Parliament. We have provided funding to the over 60s coffee club for their
Christmas celebration, the village green Christmas lights and the VE 80" celebration
evening.

We have also seen an increase in the rental of the Community Room, this is
obviously great news. I'd like to thank Adrienne Murphy for her support in helping the
PC keep the room clean which can be difficult when it’s only cleaned once a week.

Finally, we have had a terrible 11 weeks due to the A14 roadworks to improve the
drainage at Catworth. We have seen the traffic flow more than double at times and it
has been of great concern to all residents. | have attended weekly meetings and
have conveyed our concerns. Thankfully the roadworks will be finished within the
next two weeks and hopefully the volume of traffic through the village will return to a
more normal level.

Looking forward to the coming year the Local Government Reorganisation could be
an area that could greatly affect the way that the Parish Council operates. We hope
to have more information on the Town and Poors Charity field developments and the
Neighbourhood Plan.

| would also like to thank all the individuals that volunteer their time to making this
village a lovely friendly place to live, Neighbourhood Watch, the litter pickers, the
lady that sorts out the telephone box library, the ladies that run the 60’s coffee
mornings, the Spaldwick Social Events team, the PCC, Common Ground, Mick Ager
for his footpath work, Chris Hubbard for the village newsletter and many many
others.

Sharan Jackson-Rimmer



