
MINUTES 
 
Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th April 2025 at 7pm in Spaldwick Community Room, 
Spaldwick Primary School. 
 
Present: Councillors S Jackson-Rimmer (SJR- Chair), W Burcham (WB- Vice-Chair), S Parfrey (SP), and S 
Cardwell (Clerk). 

 
The meeting began with a one-minute silence to remember ex Councillor and Chairman Bernard Plummer 
(OBE) who served for many years on Spaldwick Parish Council. 
 
25/4/1 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Non-Attendance- G Rice (GR), S Isaac (SI), L White (LW),  

District & County Cllr I Gardener.   
25/4/2 Declarations of Interests for Members (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests)- Reimbursement payments  

for Cllr SP (25/4/8.9) and Cllr SJR (25/4/8.12). 
25/4/3 To Receive and Approve the Minutes of the Spaldwick Parish Council Meeting on 20th March  

 2025- Cllr SJR proposed signing and approval of the minutes as a true record of the meeting,  
 seconded by Cllr SP and carried unanimously. 

25/4/4 Matters arising from those Minutes- the response received from the Ministry of Housing,  
Communities & Local Government to Spaldwick PC’s letter has been circulated.   

25/4/5 To receive and consider any applications for co-option (signing of acceptance of office if applicable)-  
No one presented themself. 

25/4/6 Public Open Forum: Each person wishing to address the council will be allowed to speak for a       
 maximum of 5 minutes subject to the Chairman’s discretion. This part cannot be longer than 10  

             minutes per item- No Members of the Public present. 
 
 
25/4/7 Planning 

To consider new planning consultations: none 
 
25/4/7.1 Determined by planning authority:- noted. 
   Erection of single storey side extension to dwelling.  57 Stow Road Spaldwick Huntingdon PE28  

  0TE.  Ref. No: 25/00281/HHFUL | Received: Mon 17 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 24 Feb 2025 |  
  Status: Approved 

 
25/4/7.2 Further discussion regarding a Neighbourhood plan- An initial meeting is to be held next Tuesday  

   (22nd April 2025). 
 
 
25/4/8 Finance  
25/4/8.1 Accounts update.  Balance at 11.04.2025: £45,387.90- It was noted that the balance at 31.03.25  

  was £45,365.40 (cashbook circulated).  The Q4 Summary of receipts and payments, Q4  
  Community room receipts and payments document and Q4 bank reconciliation had all been  
  circulated and Cllr SJR proposed approval, seconded by Cllr WB and carried unanimously. 

25/4/8.2 Update regarding funding applications for upcoming projects- The National Lottery Awards for All  
  funding application has been submitted for the wetpour; the Clerk advised it may take up to 12  
  weeks to hear back.  

25/4/8.3 To consider and approve the updated Asset Register- awaiting feedback on some costs still. 
 
   Expenditure for approval 17th April 2025 
25/4/8.4 To note: Direct debit: Tomato/ Clear Energies (Accounts 3179364180)- TBC- The Clerk advised  

   the totals to be debited are £14.49 and 0.67 (inc. VAT). 
25/4/8.5 Clerk’s wages (Mar-Apr) £511.83 (S.Cardwell: £TBC HMRC (income tax: £TBC+ NI: 0))- The  

   Clerk confirmed the payroll totals are: Clerk: £449.83, HMRC: £75.48 (£62.00 tax, £13.48 NI). 
25/4/8.6 A.Murphy invoice for cleaning of the Community Room (Mar-Apr): £45.76- hourly rate to increase  

  from next month backdated to 1st April. 
25/4/8.7 CAPALC Nimble training courses: £60.00- Invoice not yet received. 
25/4/8.8 Cambridgeshire Garden & Property Maintenance 2 cuts @ £360.00, total: £720.00 (inc. VAT)- 1x  

   invoice to be received. 
25/4/8.9 Reimbursement to S Parfrey for train ticket to London: £36.90. 



25/4/8.10 VE 80 wreath purchase- cost TBC- Clerk confirmed the cost is £30. 
25/4/8.11 Purchase of VE80 lamppost signs- cost TBC- The Clerk confirmed the total is: £115.99. 
25/4/8.12 Reimbursement for purchase of grass seed: cost TBC- Receipt for £3.99 provided by Cllr SJR.  

    -Cllr SJR proposed all payments be approved, excluding item 8.7 for which an invoice has not  
    yet been received.  The second invoice for item 8.8 will be paid upon receipt.  This was seconded  
    by Cllr WB and carried unanimously.  Cllrs SJR and WB will authorise the payments. 

 
 
25/4/9 Assets – Provision/Maintenance 
25/4/9.1 Weekly Ferriman Road Play Area’s Inspection- Cllr WB confirmed all ok at the site. 
25/4/9.2 Update regarding the Community Room and over 60s group bookings- The Clerk confirmed she  

   has requested an update from the school regarding maintenance on the room.  Following  
   discussions Cllr SJR proposed the over 60s group be invoiced for any double-booking dates  
   rather than their booking being cancelled; this was seconded by Cllr WB and carried unanimously. 

25/4/9.3 Update from Cllr GR regarding The War Memorials Trust and grant application- deferred. 
25/4/9.4 Discussion regarding the Town and Poors Field- It was agreed previously that the field would need  

   to be cut as required.  Following discussions, Cllr SJR proposed an ad-hoc cut should be  
   arranged before June, this was seconded by Cllr Parfrey and carried.  Cllr WB confirmed that she  

will seed a bee mix on the mound over the coming weeks.  The Clerk is also liaising with the  
solicitor regarding the Memorandum of Understanding for the site.   

25/4/9.5 Update from Cllr GR regarding the MVAS Flashing Speed signs- deferred.  The previous MVAS  
   statistics downloaded and formatted by Cllr GR were presented by Cllr SJR at the A14 Safety  
   Advisory Group meeting. 

25/4/9.6 Update regarding village grasscutting including key for the entry barrier- Cllr WB let the contractors  
   into the field for the first cut but there is currently only one key for the barrier.  Following  
   discussions, Cllr SJR proposed that some additional keys are cut at an approximate cost of £45.   
   This was seconded by Cllr SP and carried unanimously. 

25/4/9.7 Discussion regarding the allotment site and the Allotment Association (SCAA)- The Clerk  
confirmed rent has been paid for all plots except one so far.  Cllr WB confirmed that the site  
is not that busy yet but is looking neater.  She confirmed a new secretary has been appointed for  
SCAA and the Allotment Association would like the Parish Council to consider the possibility of   
them raising funds by advertising on the main allotment gate by the road.  Following discussions,  
Cllr SJR proposed this request be denied for fear of encouraging undue attention at the site and  
insurance issues, especially given the previous gate thefts.  This was seconded by Cllr SP and  
carried.  Cllr SJR will arrange an inspection of the site asap.   

25/4/9.8 Update regarding the defibrillator- no update. 
25/4/9.9 Update from Cllr SI regarding the offer of trees- deferred. 
25/4/9.10 IT update including website- The Clerk confirmed that Cllr GR had begun to reformat the minutes  

    on the website and work will be ongoing.  Cllr SJR noted there is some virtual training being  
    offered by CAPALC regarding .gov.uk email addresses for Councils.  The Clerk confirmed .org.uk  
    addresses are currently still acceptable for Parish Councils. 

 
 
25/4/10 Highways, footpaths, byways, gritting bin, trees, etc. 
25/4/10.1 Highways update (Long Lane, the village Green)- The Clerk noted that the fallen tree on footpath  

    13 to Easton had been reported by M. Ager online.  The Long Lane verge damage has been  
    reported to the Local Highways Officer; The Clerk was asked to also report that the gate is still  
    locked.  To ask Cllr Gardener whether there is an update regarding white lining in the village.  

25/4/10.2 Update regarding the 24/25 LHI bid and planned MVAS unit- there will be no further update until  
     May. 

25/4/10.3 A14 works and meetings update- Cllrs SJR and WB attended a meeting each to discuss the  
     impact of the A14 roadworks within the village.  The work is on target and all the gulleys have  
     been installed.  There was a road closure (Spaldwick Eastbound access) last week for two     
     nights; from 22nd April until 15th May (18 weekday shifts) the Westbound access will be closed    
     between J20 and J13.  There will be escorts to specific points (e.g. the haulage depot).  Work is  
     taking place day and night now, the speed van is in the village daily and traffic through the local  
     villages has reduced.  The next phase of work is to connect the supergulleys in order to take the  
     water away via the ditches.  At the next quarterly A14 Safety Advisory Group (SAG) meeting the  
     issue of A14 traffic noise for neighbouring properties will be raised. 

25/4/10.4 Update regarding village litterpick- Cllr SJR has arranged the litterpick for Sunday 27th April and  



     requested 20 sets of equipment from HDC.  Currently eight people have volunteered to help.   
     Clerk to send risk assessment copy to Cllr SJR. 
 

 
25/4/11 Update regarding VE 80 anniversary plans- Cllr SJR confirmed 44 of the 50 tickets have been sold  

  and the posters are going up.  The Clerk confirmed the lamppost signs will start to be dispatched  
  from 22nd April. 

 
25/4/12 To discuss the HDC Garden Waste Initiatives- The Parish Council were unanimous in their  

  disappointment that the Saturday freighter service will no longer be offered by HDC. 
 
25/4/13 To further discuss the Annual Parish meeting- Not many replies have been received.  The Clerk  

  was asked to send emails to remind invitees that the Parish Council would like to see as many  
  village representatives as possible at the meeting. 

 
25/4/14 To consider and adopt the amended draft Grants Policy- A further amendment regarding  

  attendance at meetings was requested.  Clerk to amend and recirculate. 
 
25/4/15 Any items for the next edition of Spaldwick News- Tribute to Bernard Plummer, details of a race to  

 pass through Spaldwick on 21st June. 
 
25/4/16 Correspondence (-previously circulated- see attached list)- all noted. 
 
25/4/17 Councillors’ questions- The issue of lorries entering Littlecotes in error to be raised, to consider a  

  document introducing the Parish Council, what they do and how to report various issues within the  
  village to the correct authorities, grant request regarding churchyard maintenance. 

 
25/4/18 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 15th May (Annual meeting of the Parish Council and Annual  

Parish meeting also).   

 

 
The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
Signed:                                                          (Chair)                                      Date: 
 

 


