
MINUTES 
 
Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th March 2025 at 7pm in Spaldwick Community Room, 
Spaldwick Primary School. 
 
Present: Councillors S Jackson-Rimmer (SJR- Chair), W Burcham (WB- Vice-Chair), S Parfrey (SP), G 
Rice (GR), District & County Cllr I Gardener and S Cardwell (Clerk). 

 

 
25/3/1 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Non-Attendance- S Isaac (SI), L White (LW).   
25/3/2 Declarations of Interests for Members (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests)- none. 
25/3/3 To Receive and Approve the Minutes of the Spaldwick Parish Council Meeting on 20th February  

2025- Cllr SJR proposed signing and approval of the minutes as a true record of the meeting,  
seconded by Cllr WB and carried unanimously. 

25/3/4 Matters arising from those Minutes- none.   
25/3/5 To receive and consider any applications for co-option (signing of acceptance of office if applicable)-  

No one presented themself. 
25/3/6 Public Open Forum: Each person wishing to address the council will be allowed to speak for a       

maximum of 5 minutes subject to the Chairman’s discretion. This part cannot be longer than 10  
            minutes per item- District & County Cllr I Gardener provided the following update for the Council: He 
has been in frequent contact with A Trille of National Highways regarding the issues of local villages, 
including Spaldwick, being used as ‘rat-runs’ for traffic attempting to avoid the A14 roadworks.  From 
Wednesday there will be a weekly meeting to provide updates for local Councils.  Current suggestions to 
improve the situation include speed cameras in Bythorn and Spaldwick and closure of the Bythorn junction 
and Chainbridge Lane to stop people coming off the A14 and then rejoining.  From next year 
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) will begin weekly collections of food-waste bins.  Plastic film 
collections will commence in 2027.  Local government reorganization plans are not currently due to affect 
Parishes; an update regarding the next Parish elections is anticipated though.  The new Unitary Authority 
elections will take place in May 2027 and they will shadow the existing authority for approximately 1 year 
afterwards. 
 
25/3/7 Planning 

To consider new planning consultations: 
 

25/3/7.1 Erection of single storey side extension to dwelling.  57 Stow Road Spaldwick Huntingdon PE28  
  0TE.  Ref. No: 25/00281/HHFUL | Received: Mon 17 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 24 Feb 2025 |  
  Status: In progress 
  - Following discussions, Cllr SJR proposed the Council recommend approval of the application as  
  it is not visible and will not affect the street scene.  This was seconded by Cllr GR and carried  
  unanimously. 

 
25/3/7.2 Determined by planning authority:- all noted 
 
   G1- Silver Birch - Reduce by thinning to set a new crown from previous heavy reduction works,  

  overall crown size to be reduced by approx 1.5m. Neighbouring trees within G1 - Prune to    
  boundary. 14 Thrapston Road Spaldwick Huntingdon PE28 0TA.  Ref. No: 25/00253/TRCA |   
  Received: Wed 12 Feb 2025 | Validated: Wed 12 Feb 2025 | Status: Approved 
 
  Conversion of existing brick built barn into garage, workshop and hobby space, including re- 
  pitching the roof.  20 High Street Spaldwick Huntingdon PE28 0TD.  Ref. No: 24/01974/HHFUL &  
  24/01975/LBC | Received: Fri 25 Oct 2024 | Validated: Fri 25 Oct 2024 | Status: Approved 

 
25/3/7.3 Further discussion regarding a Neighbourhood plan- Following discussions it was agreed that a  

  working party might be best to take this forward.  Councillors to put themselves forward and  
  residents to be invited to participate via the village newsletter.  Stow Longa Parish Council     
  interested in investigating working on a Neighbourhood Plan together.  Clerk to propose some    
  potential dates when the Community Room is available. 

 
25/3/8 Finance  
25/3/8.1 Accounts update.  Balance at 12.03.2025: £46,731.77- noted. 



25/3/8.2 Further discussion of funding (including CIL) for upcoming projects and support from Hunts Forum-  
  Following confirmation that the CIL application made for replacing the wetpour at the playpark was  
  unsuccessful, Cllr SJR proposed an application for funding be made to the National Lottery  
  Awards for All Scheme for the work to be completed.  This was seconded by Cllr GR and carried  
  unanimously.  Clerk to action. 

25/3/8.3 To discuss a VE 80 anniversary funding request and plans- Following discussions Cllr SP  
   proposed the Parish Council contribute £350 towards the food, hot chocolate and marshmallows  
   for the village event to be organized by St. James’ Parochial Church Council together with  
   Spaldwick Common Ground Group and Spaldwick Social Group.  This was seconded by Cllr GR  
   and carried unanimously.  Cllr WB then proposed that 25 of the Main VE80 lampost signs should  
   be purchased, along with a wreath.  This was seconded by Cllr SP and carried unanimously.   

25/3/8.4 To consider and approve the updated Asset Register- deferred pending all updated valuations. 
25/3/8.5 To consider booking upcoming training- The Clerk would like to complete four of the Nible training  

   courses offered by CAPALC at a cost of £60.  Cllr SJR proposed this be booked, seconded by Cllr  
   GR and carried unanimously. 
 
  Expenditure for approval 20th March 2025 

25/3/8.6 To note: Direct debit: Tomato/ Clear Energies (Accounts 3179364180)- £13.82 (inc. VAT). 
25/3/8.7 Clerk’s wages (Feb-Mar) £518.13 (S.Cardwell: £489.93 HMRC (income tax: £28.20 + NI: 0)). 
25/3/8.8 A.Murphy invoice for cleaning of the Community Room (Feb-Mar): £45.76. 
25/3/8.9 2 x Grafton Projects invoices: £46.16 (inc. VAT) & TBC- The second invoice was for £41.40 (inc.  

  VAT). 
25/3/8.10 Reimbursement to Clerk for purchase of replacement Tork dispenser key for Community Room:  

  £5.00. 
25/3/8.11 CAPALC annual membership renewal including DPO membership: £383.92. 
25/3/8.12 VE 80 wreath purchase- cost TBC. 
25/3/8.13 Cambridgeshire Garden & Property Maintenance: £360.00 (inc. VAT)- invoice to be received. 

- Cllr SJR proposed all payments be approved, excluding item 8.12 for which an invoice has not yet  
been received.  This was seconded by Cllr GR and carried unanimously.  Cllrs SJR and GR will  
authorise the payments.     

 
25/3/9 Assets – Provision/Maintenance 
25/3/9.1 Weekly Ferriman Road Play Area’s Inspection (including a resident request)- A resident request  

  for an update to the Playpark was read out.  It was agreed that the focus for now should be the  
  grant application for replacing the wetpour.  Repainting costs have been significant in the past so it  
  was agreed to consider options for this.  There is no space for additional equipment to be added at  
  that site but plans are ongoing for developing the Town and Poors Field site for leisure in the  
  village. 

25/3/9.2 Update regarding the Community Room and over 60s group bookings- Following discussions, it  
   was agreed the Council would give as much notice as possible for any required cancellations for  
   the over 60s group.  Clashes up until now have not been an issue for Thursday mornings but it  
   may not be possible to give more notice in certain circumstances when paid bookings must be  
   prioritised.  Block booking discount would not be possible as the £5 per hour rate for residents is  
   required to minimise losses on the running costs of the room. 

25/3/9.3 Update from Cllr GR regarding The War Memorials Trust and grant application- Cllr GR is awaiting  
  further quotes for the required works.  An update regarding the Woolley Hill Wind Farm grant  
  application is expected towards the end of April. 

25/3/9.4 Discussion regarding the Town and Poors Field- Cllr SJR has created a document about the  
  village to assist with putting together information for grant applications etc.  Cllrs SJR and WB have  
  attended meetings about support from HDC for funding applications but these will be long-term  
  projects. 

25/3/9.5 Update from Cllr GR regarding the MVAS Flashing Speed signs- Cllr GR confirmed he had  
   adjusted the distance for the device on Stow Rd to capture speeds from.  He provided data which  
   shows a significant increase in volumes of traffic in the village since the A14 works began; this will  
   be shared with National Highways. 

25/3/9.6 Update regarding village grasscutting- The Council noted that a nice job had been done on the first  
   cut of the season.  Two cuts are scheduled for April.  The barrier will need to be opened for the  
   contractor for these cuts.  Thanks were expressed to P Rimmer, W Burcham and Archway Green  
   for materials and repairs made to the green by Littlecotes where a lorry had churned up the  
   ground.  It was agreed that grass seed should be purchased to re-seed the area.  



25/3/9.7 Discussion regarding the allotment site and the Allotment Association (SCAA)- The Clerk  
  confirmed all invoices had been issued for the year and the majority of plots have already made  
  payment.  Cllr WB confirmed that the site has been tidied and weeded.  A massive tree trunk and  
  three stumps have also been removed from the ditch which has reduced flooding.  The next SCAA  
  meeting is on the 24th March. 

25/3/9.8 Update regarding the defibrillator- no update. 
25/3/9.9 Update from Cllr SI regarding the offer of trees- deferred. 
25/3/9.10 IT update including website- The agendas and minutes on the website from previous years  

    urgently need archiving, Cllr GR will try to have a look in April.  Potential updates for the website  
    and .gov.uk email addresses to be considered at a later date. 

 
25/3/10 Highways, footpaths, byways, gritting bin, trees, etc. 
25/3/10.1 Highways update (Long Lane, the village Green)- District and County Cllr I Gardener to chase ‘no  

    entry’ sign with Highways.  A Village litterpick is to be considered for the last weekend in April in  
    order to prepare the village for the VE80 celebrations.   

25/3/10.2 Update regarding the 24/25 LHI bid and planned MVAS unit- Cllr SJR confirmed there had been  
     a complaint about speeding in the village.  National Highways are looking into speeding linked to  
     the A14 works.  The additional MVAS unit from the LHI bid has been ordered and the post  
     should be installed in May ready for the unit to be attached to. 

25/3/10.3 A14 update- Cllr SJR will attend the update meeting with A Trille and other local villages on  
    Wednesday. 

 
25/3/11 Further discussion of possible plans for the VE 80 anniversary- Discussed under item 8.3. 
 
25/3/12 To note: The HDC Town and Parish Forum is due to take place on 19th June 9am-4pm at the  

  Burgess Hall, St Ives- noted. 
 
25/3/13 Update regarding the Local Government Reorganisation Town & Parish Council Briefing- Cllr SJR  

  and the Clerk attended and the FAQs and powerpoint have been circulated. 
 
25/3/14 To further discuss the Annual Parish meeting- The Clerk confirmed all invites have been sent, two  

  have bounced back and alternative contacts will be sought. 
 
25/3/15 To consider and adopt the amended draft Grants Policy- Further amendments to be made and the  

  policy re-circulated. 
 
25/3/16 Any items for the next edition of Spaldwick News- Neighbourhood Plan volunteers, playpark help,  

  village litterpick. 
 
25/3/17 Correspondence (-previously circulated- see attached list)- all noted. 
 
25/3/18 Councillors’ questions- Cllr SP recently attended a Tour of the Houses of Parliament and meeting 
of local councils with MP Ben Obese-Jecty in London.  He informed the Council that 4/5 local councils 
attended and that Ben is keen to be a conduit to Westminster, providing vital, local-level feedback on 
relevant issues.  He provided a rundown of the roles of the various tiers of government and tour.  6-monthly 
catch-ups are proposed going forwards.  Cllr SP will provide an update to go in the Spaldwick News.  
 
25/3/19 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 17th April.   
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
Signed:                                                          (Chair)                                      Date: 
 


