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NOTES 
 
From Spaldwick’s Annual Parish Meeting/Assembly will be held on Thursday 15th May 2025 straight 
after the Annual Meeting of Spaldwick Parish Council at Spaldwick Community Room, Spaldwick Primary 
School. 
 
Present:  S Jackson-Rimmer (Chair), S Parfrey, L White, Francisco Ferrero, S. Cardwell (Clerk) and 4 
Members of the Public. 
 
 

1. Welcome by the Chair- Sharan Jackson-Rimmer welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

2. To receive apologies for absence- W Burcham (Vice-Chair), G Rice, District & County Cllr I Gardener, M 
Ager (footpaths coordinator), St James’ Church), Spaldwick Village Hall Committee, SCAA, Spaldwick Over 
60’s Club. 
 

3. Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2024 
Copies of the Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting 16th May 2024 are on the Parish website and 
noticeboards- It was resolved to approve and sign the notes. 
   

4. To receive Parish Council Chair’s report- Cllr S Jackson-Rimmer read out the attached report that she 
had pre-prepared. 
 

5. District and County Councillor Reports- Cllr Gardener had sent apologies. 
 

6. Financial Report- The Clerk confirmed the Internal audit had been successfully completed and the precept 
(£11,670) received for the year ahead.  The Main account balance was £55,708.07 at 8th May 2025. 
 

7. To receive Village Representatives reports 

• L Worrell, headteacher of Spaldwick School read out the attached report. 

• K Judge, Chair of the Playtimes Preschool Committee addressed the Council confirming the 
following: they had a full cohort during the past academic year and it is a great setting and staff 
(some from Spaldwick).  They are busy recruiting for a maternity cover currently and have two 
apprentices.  They have held a small number of events including a SEND friendly Christmas activity 
tailored to the needs of the children, as a high percentage of attendees have additional needs and 
they look to create a safe and inclusive space.  Their recent Ofsted inspection rated the setting 
good.  As they operate as a Charity, they are actively fundraising for updates to their building (solar 
panels and air conditioning).  They have re-laid the hardstanding and paving and are improving their 
canopy, mud kitchen and outside area.  They are very grateful to their anonymous gardener, the 
parents, and people on the committee who all help support the wonderful setting. 

• L Player from Spaldwick Social Committee addressed the Council confirming that the Social group 
has been helping Spaldwick Common Ground group and Spaldwick Parochial Church Council 
recently but have a fete planned for September and will be looking to apply for a grant for this. 

• L Player then addressed the Council on behalf of the Escape Youth Group which they are hoping to 
start-up again in September and arrange some trips; they are currently awaiting DBS checks and 
insurance. 

• Cllr SJR read out a footpaths update from M. Ager, an update from the over 60s group and an 

update from Spaldwick Community Allotment Association (SCAA) (all attached).  

8. Public participation to raise any matters of interest- none. 
 

9. Chair’s Closing Remarks- Cllr S Jackson-Rimmer thanked all those that attended. 
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The meeting closed at 7.31pm. 
 
These notes are considered draft until ratified at the next Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
 
Chair: Sharan Jackson-Rimmer                                           
Date: 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clerk@spaldwickparishcouncil
http://www.spaldwickparishcouncil.org.uk/


SPALDWICK PARISH COUNCIL 
CHAIR: Sharan Jackson-Rimmer 

                          

          Clerk to the Council: Mrs Sarah Cardwell 
           63 Highfield Avenue, Alconbury Weston 
          Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 4JS 
          clerk@spaldwickparishcouncil.org.uk 
          www.spaldwickparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

          

                    Annual Parish Meeting Notes- 15th May 2025 

Chair’s Annual Report 2025 
 
As always I would like to start by thanking my fellow Parish Councillors for their support and help during 
the past twelve months; I couldn’t have managed the last twelve months without you. I would like to 
welcome Lucy and Frank who are joining us as new parish councillors for Spaldwick.   
 
I would also like to thank our Clerk, Sarah Cardwell, for all her support over the last twelve months. 
Sarah has always done a fantastic job in ensuring that myself and the council runs smoothly and finally, 
to thank District Councillor and recently re elected County Councillor Ian Gardiner for his vital 
assistance.  
 
This year there has been a recurring area of research and discussion, it has been the necessity for 
Spaldwick to have a Neighbourhood Plan. A Neighbourhood Plan is a legal document that supports 
local residents, homeowners and land owners in having their say on the scale and type of 
developments that will make a positive contribution to their community. It is a document that is written 
by the community not by the Parish Council but with the backing of the Parish Council. We hope to 
develop a working party with the aim of producing a Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
In November we held an extraordinary meeting to discuss our response to HDCs Local Plan. The Local 
Plan is the plan for future sustainable development within the district. We had four sites, within the 
village, that had been put forward as possible sites for development. These were discussed and our 
feedback was sent to HDC.  Since then a further four sites have been put forward to HDC.   
 
We were successful in our bid for Local Highways funding for an MVAS unit on Thrapston Road, we 
are just waiting for delivery of the unit and installation of the post. This should take place sometime in 
late May/early June.  
 
We were also successful in our application for funding from the Woolley Hill Wind Farm Community 
Fund towards the restoration of the Spaldwick War Memorial. The next stage is to apply for planning 
approval and then we hope to be arranging the necessary work before the end of the year.   
 
The Jubilee bench was installed in June last year and it’s a lovely addition to the village. We are 
applying for funding from the National Highways Social Value Fund towards some planters to go either 
side to brighten up the area.  
 
Whilst installing the Jubilee bench we uncovered a forgotten village well. The Parish Council intend to 
apply for funding to reinstate this village feature.   
 
We have been having discussions with Huntingdonshire District Community Services to look at how we 
can make better use of the Town and Poors Charity field for all of the village residents, especially the 
older children.   
 
Late last year I attended HDCs Town and Parish Forum. It was very informative. I was able to speak to 
representatives from most departments within HDC. I look forward to attending this years.   
 
In April we organised a village litter pick which was very well attended. From the feedback received we 
are hoping to arrange another one later in the year.  
 
This year has been quite busy, other things to note are the kindly donated trees that have been planted 
in the Town and Poors Charity field, the Parish Council has given its support to the Common Ground 
project, we have celebrated the VE 80th anniversary, Councillor Shayne Parfrey’s meeting with Ben 
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Obese-Jecty in the Houses of Parliament. We have provided funding to the over 60s coffee club for 
their Christmas celebration, the village green Christmas lights and the VE 80th celebration  
evening.   
 
We have also seen an increase in the rental of the Community Room, this is obviously great news. I’d 
like to thank Adrienne Murphy for her support in helping the PC keep the room clean which can be 
difficult when it’s only cleaned once a week.  
 
Finally, we have had a terrible 11 weeks due to the A14 roadworks to improve the drainage at 
Catworth. We have seen the traffic flow more than double at times and it has been of great concern to 
all residents. I have attended weekly meetings and have conveyed our concerns. Thankfully the 
roadworks will be finished within the next two weeks and hopefully the volume of traffic through the 
village will return to a more normal level.  
 
Looking forward to the coming year the Local Government Reorganisation could be an area that could 
greatly affect the way that the Parish Council operates.  We hope to have more information on the 
Town and Poors Charity field developments and the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
I would also like to thank all the individuals that volunteer their time to making this village a lovely 
friendly place to live, Neighbourhood Watch, the litter pickers, the lady that sorts out the telephone box 
library, the ladies that run the 60’s coffee mornings, the Spaldwick Social Events team, the PCC, 
Common Ground, Mick Ager for his footpath work, Chris Hubbard for the village newsletter and many 
many others.  
 
Sharan Jackson-Rimmer 
 
 
Report from M Ager, Spaldwick Footpaths Coordinator 
 
SPALDWICK FOOTPATHS ANNUAL REPORT 5/2024- 4/2025 
 
Please see attached annual report for footpaths and bridleways within the Parish.   
 
Six  Footpaths/  Bridleways were reported over the course of the year, normally due to either the path being 
unclear or blocked and these have been resolved generally within 6 weeks of them being reported.  
 
Only 1 report appears not to have been actioned and this has been reported again (for the 3rd time) and 
hopefully this will be resolved in the appropriate time frame. The Footpath in question is footpath 10 and 
relates to a wooden step over stile that has a loose tread and partly due to the way the tread has been secured 
and the condition of the step and frame. The following formal reports all relate to this issue and this delay was 
not helped as one report was allocated to the wrong location on FP10 on the CCC map 
 
 1). Reference: 00447691  
Date reported: 09/11/2023  
Fault type: Damaged structure (e.g. Bridge)  
Address: SPALDWICK FOOTPATH 10,  
Location: Footpath 10 stile just south east of Horse style bridge  
Description of fault: The Stile at this location has a loose tread steps and support wood is split and weak. ( 
update M Ager - this issue has not been resolved so re reported below)  
 
2) Reference: 00475900  
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Date reported: 03/06/2024  
Fault type: Damaged structure (e.g. Bridge)  
Address: SPALDWICK FOOTPATH 10,  
Location: FP10 just to the east of the Horse style bridge.  
Description of fault: Loose weak wooden stile top tread ( previously reported but given wrong location on CCC 
map). ( update M Ager - this issue has not been resolved so re reported on 14/4/25 below)  
 
3)reported 14/4/25 awaiting confirmation email from CCC- I will keep the Parish council appraised of this issue 
until its resolution (with timely updates on a regular basis inline with CCC guidelines)  
Public Rights of Way SPALDWICK FOOTPATH 10 SPALDWICK  
Reference: 00506196  
Date reported: 14/04/2025  
Fault type: Damaged structure (e.g. Bridge)  
Address: SPALDWICK FOOTPATH 10,  
Location: Wooden stile just to the south east of Horse style bridge on Fp10  
Description of fault: Loose top tread on wooden step over stile. The top tread is loose, has been reported twice 
but no works at all appears to have been undertaken  

 

Report from L Worrell, Headteacher at Spaldwick Primary School 

Context Update 

- We currently have 95 children in four classes, R, 1/2, 3/4, 5/6 – 3 children on the waiting list 

- 19% Pupil Premium, 25% SEND 

- Next year, we will be moving to 5 classes 

- We employ 5 teachers, 1 apprentice teacher, 10 Teaching Assistants, 2 administrators and 3 members of the 

site team 

 

Ofsted 

- Ofsted inspection in January 

- Graded inspection, 2 days with 2 inspectors 

- All five areas were graded good 

- Next steps are linked to spelling and subject leadership 

 

Pupil well-being 

- Continued our work with My Happy Mind 

- We held whole school weeks for World mental health day and anti-bullying week 

- We have introduced a school dog who has been trained to provide wellbeing support, he sits with children 

whilst they read, takes groups for worry walks and supports speech and language therapy. Most importantly, 

he supports children who are managing big emotions. He is extremely motivating for the children and has 

already had a big impact 

 

Day to Day running and trips and visits 
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- Year 5 and 6 visited the Space Centre 

- We held a harvest festival and donated food to the Huntingdon food bank 

- Our choir visited a local care home to sing for Christmas 

- All children have had regular external sports coaches to deliver the sports curriculum 

- KS2 children have attended Kimbolton School for swimming lessons 

- Children in KS1 and KS2 have attended external sports festivals 

- Sports Day will take place next week 

- Parents invited into school for Reading Cafes open classroom, stay and play sessions 

- A visit from The Dogs Trust and the Fire Brigade 

- Year 3/4 residential for Years 3 & 4 

- Year 6 Residential to Norfolk Lakes 

- We completed a whole school Shakespeare week based on the Tempest and invited West End for schools in 

to provide drama workshops 

- We commemorated VE day, holding a street party where our choir and maypole dancers performed, and 

children created ceramic commemorative plates 

- Maypole dancers will be performing at Ellington Gala 

 

PTA Support 

- FOSS continue to work tirelessly to support our school 

- Discos, competitions and sponsored events, summer fayre planned for June 

- Additionally, they have purchased Yotos for KS1 classrooms and given each child a £10 contribution towards 

class trips 

- Paid half towards the cost of leavers hoodies 

- They are now busy fund raising to replace the trim trail 

 

Premises Update (Last 12 months) 

- New carpets throughout the school 

- All classrooms and office have been decorated 

- Forest school area further developed with additional fencing and outdoor drums 

 

Planned work for the summer break 

- Air source heat pump will be installed to replace the old oil boiler 

 

Trust Update 

- This week CAM Academy Trust and ACES have formally agreed the proposal for them to merge – subject to 

the DfE’s approval 
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Report from Spaldwick Community Allotments Association (SCAA) 

This is a short report on behalf of Spaldwick Community Allotment Society.  

• There has been the 1st of 2 inspections undertaken by SPC Chair Sharan Jackson-Rimmer and 

Committee Member Adrian Lemmon. The 2nd of these is to be arranged for June/July 2025. Tbc. 

• All plots are occupied except plot 27. Now the drainage issues have been addressed (Thanks to 

Wendy Burcham) the committee will be advertising the plot as either a full plot or 2 half plots. Advert 

to be placed in the Spaldwick News.  

• SCAA have arranged a visit from the Cambridgeshire Self Suffiency Goup on 5th June 2025. This 

will be led by Lucy Frain. The plots will not be visited if the plot holder objects. Tbc.  

• The SCAA and all plot holders are now members of the National Allotment Society. They have 

access to an enormous amount of offers, resources and advice. this includes Public Liability 

insurance, at a discount, which is due to be renewed in July. Plot holders will be advised when this 

is due.  

• There has been ongoing maintenance of the public areas of the allotment site, with committee 

members strimming, tidying and turning the water troughs on.  

• It was agreed by the committee to ask members to contribute any excess produce to the Spaldwick 

Over 60's Club. Chair of SCAA, Graham Smith, will ask the Over 60's club if they would be 

amenable to this offer,  

• In conclusion, being an allotmenteer can benefit your whole self. Being out in nature, growing your 

own flowers, fruit and vegetables from seed or bulb and being with others can give you a great 

sense of well-being. It benefits you not only physically but mentally 

 

Report from Spaldwick Over 60’s group 

Update for the past year 

We have had three visits from Jeni Bacon from P3 Charity and the third most recently,  giving the group 

continued support with any needs that they have that the charity can assist with. 

 Distribution of surplus vegetables from the allotmenteers, kindly organised by Graham Smith. 

 Donation of cakes/pastries from Greggs handed out at a session. 

 A visit from JIll Gibbs Cambs Fire & Rescue. 

 A visit from Rachel Elding, Cybercrime & Fraud Prevention 

 Bingo and raffle periodically throughout. 

 A visit from Gary Chuter,Citizen advice, Community Engagement Co-ordinator  
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Extended session for Christmas lunch and festive activities, distribution of goodie bags for all those who 

attended and those who were unable to attend for various reasons. 

 Acknowledgement of each person's birthday, in particular the "big birthdays". 

 

 Plans for the coming year 

 Currently investigating a variety of avenues through contacts, however this has been quite tentative due to 

clarity around certainty of room booking. 

 The Uke Toupe is booked for June. 

 Many thanks 

 Kind regards 

 Spaldwick Over 60s Volunteers 
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