
MINUTES  

Annual Meeting of Spaldwick Parish Council held on Thursday 15th May 2025 at 7pm in Spaldwick 

Community Room, Spaldwick Primary School.   

 

Present: Councillors S Jackson-Rimmer (SJR- Chair), S Parfrey (SP), L White (LW), F Ferrero (FF), S 

Cardwell (Clerk) and one member of the public. 

 

25/5/12 Election of Chair and signing of Chair’s Declaration of Office- Cllr SP proposed Cllr SJR,  

  seconded by Cllr LW and carried; the declaration of office was signed. 

 
25/5/13 Election of Vice Chair and signing of Declaration of Office- Cllr SJR proposed Cllr WB,  

     seconded by Cllr SP and carried; declaration of office to be signed at a subsequent meeting. 
 
25/5/14 To receive and consider any applications for co-option (signing of acceptance of office if  

  applicable)- Cllr SJR informed the Council that she had received Cllr S Isaac’s resignation.  The  
  District Council will be advised for the vacancy process to be started. 

 
25/5/15 To note: Any amendments to Members interest forms to be completed asap by Councillors and the  

  Clerk advised- noted. 
 

25/5/16 Chair’s Opening Remarks- The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
25/5/17 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Non-Attendance- G Rice (GR), W Burcham (WB),  

  District and County Cllr I Gardener.   
 
25/5/18 Declarations of Interests for Members (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests)- none. 
 
25/5/19 To Receive and Approve the Minutes of the Spaldwick Parish Council Meeting on 17th April 2025  

  and the extraordinary meeting on 6th May 2025- Cllr SJR proposed signing and approval of both    

    sets of minutes as a true record of the meetings, seconded by Cllr SP and carried. 

 
25/5/20 Matters arising from those Minutes- none.   
 
25/5/21 Public Open Forum: Each person wishing to address the council will be allowed to speak for a  

  maximum of 5 minutes subject to the Chairman’s discretion. This part cannot be longer than 10  
              minutes per item- The member of the public present expressed his thanks for the Council  

  changing the speed sensor distance on Stow Rd; this is now working much better.  He also noted  
  the website has some issues.  Cllr FF offered to assist with this. 

 
25/5/22 Planning 

 To consider new planning consultations: none 
 
25/5/22.1 Determined by planning authority: 
     Reference 25/80090/COND.  1 Royston Avenue Spaldwick Huntingdon PE28 0TH. 

    Application Received: Tue 25 Mar 2025 
    Proposal: Discharge of Condition 8 (foul and surface drainage) and 10 (biodiversity enhancement  
    scheme) of 22/02214/FUL. Status: Approved.  Decision Issued Date: Thu 01 May 2025- noted 

    
25/5/22.2 Further discussion regarding a Neighbourhood plan- Cllr SJR updated the Council explaining she  

    had met with a resident of the village who may be able to help assist with some planning  
    elements of a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllrs SJR and WB attended the Catworth Neighbourhood  
    Plan open day which they found to be very informative.  Councillors will look to attend the  
    Spaldwick School fete to engage with residents regarding a Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
25/5/23 Finance  
25/5/23.1 Accounts update.  Balance at 08.05.2025: £55,708.07- noted. 
25/5/23.2 To note: VAT reclaim for April 2024-March 2025 has been made (£1167.19)- The Clerk  

    confirmed the money has been received. 
25/5/23.3 To review and approve updated Fixed Asset register (updated May 2025)- Cllr SJR proposed  



  approval, seconded by Cllr FF and carried.  
25/5/23.4 To Approve Year End accounts to March 31st 2025 (quarterly bank reconciliations, budget  
                documents & cashbooks previously circulated and approved)- Cllr SJR proposed approval,  
  seconded by Cllr FF and carried. 
25/5/23.5 To approve the Internal Audit report (audit completed 1st May 2025)- The report had been  
  circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr SJR proposed approval, seconded by Cllr FF and carried. 
25/5/23.6 To Consider, Approve and Sign AGAR Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2024/25- Cllr  

                 SJR read out the statements, which were approved and the document signed. 
25/5/23.7 To Consider, Approve and Sign AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2024/25- Cllr SJR read  
               out the statements and figures, which were approved and then the document was signed. 
25/5/23.8 To sign the Certificate of Exemption (if <£25,000 income & expenditure)- Cllr SJR read out the  

                 figures, which were approved; the document was then signed. 
25/5/23.9 To approve explanation of variances – (previously circulated)- Cllr SJR proposed approval,  
                seconded by Cllr FF and carried unanimously. 
25/5/23.10 To confirm the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights (Tue 3rd June-Mon 14th July  
    2025)- the recommended dates were approved. 
25/5/23.11 To review and approve updated Standing Orders- Cllr SJR proposed adoption of the updated            
    NALC model Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr SP and carried.  
25/5/23.12 To review and approve updated Financial Regulations- Cllr SJR proposed adoption of the  
    updated NALC model Financial Regulations, seconded by Cllr SP and carried. 
25/5/23.13 To review and approve the following policies and procedures: Health & Safety, Safeguarding,  
    Equal Opportunities, Grants, Grievance, Data Protection & GDPR, Document retention &  
    Archive Policy, Code of Conduct, Model Publication Scheme, Complaints Procedure &  
    Accessibility Statement- Cllr SJR proposed approval, seconded by Cllr SP and carried.  
25/5/23.14 To review and approve Council Risk Management policy document- Cllr SJR proposed  
    approval, seconded by Cllr SP and carried. 
25/5/23.15 To review and approve Council risk assessments (general, playpark, community room,  
     litterpicking)- Cllr SJR proposed approval, seconded by Cllr SP and carried. 
25/5/23.16 Review of subscriptions and providers (CAPALC, Cambs ACRE, SLCC, Parish Online, Scribe  
    Accounts, DM Payroll services, Open Spaces Society)- Cllr SJR proposed the Council continue  

    with all current subscriptions; this was seconded by Cllr LW and carried. 

25/5/23.17 To review community room hire charges for the coming year and cleaning requirements- Cllr  

    SJR proposed these all remain the same; this was seconded by Cllr LW and carried. 

25/5/23.18 To agree Councillor responsibilities- all responsibilities on the list were allocated to an individual  
    Councillor. 
25/5/23.19 To agree online banking signatories going forward (currently all Councillors)- It was agreed to  

    continue with all Councillors as signatories (Cllrs FF and LW to be added to the mandate). 

25/5/23.20 To review and agree any direct debit arrangements (current only Tomato energy bills)- It was  
    agreed to continue BACS payments except for the Tomato bills (and the WAVE water bills from  
    the Town and Poors account). 
25/5/23.21 To agree internal auditor for 2025/2026 (currently CAPALC)- Cllr SJR proposed CAPALC  

    continue as internal auditors, seconded by Cllr SP and carried. 

25/5/23.22 To review insurance cover (BHIB 2-year cover agreed in September 2024)- noted. 
25/5/23.23 To review CIL spending- The file was circulated prior to the meeting, all funds received have  

    been allocated to the 40mph buffer zones which are yet to be invoiced. 

25/5/23.24 To agree schedule for the meetings for the coming year- currently 7pm on the 3rd Thursday of  
    every month excluding August; December date subject to change- Cllr SP proposed the  
    meeting start time be pushed back to 7.30pm; this was seconded by Cllr SJR and carried. 
25/5/23.25 To note precept remittance (£11,670)- noted. 
25/5/23.26 To resolve to continue to use of the General Power of Competence as the Council meets the  
     required criteria (based on 2/3 of the Council being elected members and the Clerk being  
     CiLCA qualified following the 2022 election- Proposed by Cllr SJR, seconded by Cllr SP and  
     carried. 
25/5/23.27 To discuss a Church mowing support request- deferred until June. 
25/5/23.28 To discuss a support request from Playtimes- deferred until June.  
25/5/23.29 To consider replacing Community Room lamp units for new LED low voltage units (£200 +/-)-  

       deferred pending further details of the set-up of the lights from Spaldwick school. 
        Expenditure for approval 15th May 2025 
25/5/23.30 To note: Direct debit: Tomato/ Clear Energies (Accounts 3179364180)- TBC- the Clerk  

      confirmed the bill for £14.15 (inc. VAT) has now arrived.  A final bill from Total Energies for  



      £2.68 (inc. VAT) dating back to October 2024 has also been received (for immediate payment).   
25/5/23.31 Clerk’s wages (Apr-May) (S.Cardwell: £464.68 HMRC (income tax & NI: £75.48)). 
25/5/23.32 A.Murphy invoice for cleaning of the Community Room (Apr-May): £48.84- the Clerk confirmed  

      the correct figure is £51.15 based on the increased hourly rate and backpay to 1st April. 
25/5/23.33 CAPALC Nimble training courses: £60.00- invoice still to be received. 
25/5/23.34 Cambridgeshire Garden & Property Maintenance 2 cuts @ £360.00, total: £720.00 (inc. VAT)-  

      only one invoice received to-date. 
25/5/23.35 Reimbursement for cable ties- TBC- Cllr SJR confirmed no payment required. 
25/5/23.36 ACES invoice for light switch changes- TBC-The Clerk confirmed the invoice is for £82.78 (inc.  

      VAT).  Cllr SJR proposed payment of the Total invoice, both wages, 1 x grasscutting invoice and  
      the ACES invoice; seconded by Cllr SP and carried.  Cllrs SJR and SP to authorise payments. 

 
25/5/24 Assets – Provision/Maintenance 
25/5/24.1 Review of assets (weekly play park inspection, defibrillator, MVAS units)- All ok. 
25/5/24.2 Update regarding the Community room (table and chairs hire request)- Adjustment requests for  

    the sensor lights to be raised by the Clerk with Spaldwick school.  Following discussions, Cllr SJR  
    proposed a table and chairs hire request should be accepted for the rate of £5.  This was  
    seconded by Cllr SP and carried. 

25/5/24.3 Update from Cllr GR regarding The War Memorials Trust and grant application- Cllr SJR  
     confirmed the grant acceptance form has been submitted. 

25/5/24.4 Discussion regarding the Town and Poors field, allotment site and Allotment Association (SCAA)-  
     Cllr SJR confirmed there will be a meeting on 16th July to discuss feedback from the community  
     engagement at the school fete regarding developing the site.  The minutes of the most recent  
     SCAA meeting have been circulated. 

 
25/5/25 Highways, footpaths, trees, etc. 
25/5/25.1 Highways update including A14 works and meetings, the Social Value Fund and the Norman  

    Bridge- The A14 works are almost at an end.  An application is to be submitted by Cllr SJR for the  
    Social Value Fund to pay for planters by the Jubilee bench and village sign.  The damage to the  
    Norman bridge has been reported online and to the A14 Safety Advisory group meeting.  Cllr SJR  
    has also made an enquiry to Highways about double yellow lines for the Village Green as cars  
    are continuing to park there. 

25/5/25.2 Update regarding the 24/25 LHI bid and planned MVAS unit- still awaiting the post installation. 
25/5/25.3 To note: there is a running race that will be passing through the village on 21st June- It is the  

     Three Shires Way that is being run.  Details will be added to facebook. 
 
25/5/26 Update regarding the VE 80 celebrations- Cllr SJR confirmed 84 tickets were sold.  Feedback  

  about the fish and chips was very positive.  There were also drinks, hot chocolate, fire pits,  
  speeches, details of the fallen, a poem and a two-minute silence at the church.  The  
  commemorative lamppost signs are to be kept up until VJ Day in August. 

 
25/5/27 Any items for the next edition of Spaldwick News- APM update and thanks to participants,  

  Neighbourhood Plan and Town and Poors field development consultation at the School fete,  
  details of the running race and thanks to Cllr Simon Isaac for his time on the Parish Council. 

 
25/5/28 To discuss a document to introduce the Parish Council and what it does, also how to raise various  

  issues within the village to the relevant authorities- deferred.  Councilors to think about this for  
  feedback in June. 

 
25/5/29 Correspondence (-previously circulated- see attached list) all noted. 
 
25/5/30 Councillors’ questions- website and Community room lights to be added to the June agenda. 
 
25/5/31 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 19th June.  Extraordinary meeting to discuss Additional HDC  

 sites on 22nd May. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.51pm 

Signed:                                                                                Date: 

Chair                                                                 


