MINUTES

Extraordinary meeting of Spaldwick Parish Council held on Thursday 22" May 2025 at 7.30pm in
Spaldwick Community Room, Spaldwick Primary School.

Present: Councillors S Jackson-Rimmer (SJR- Chair), W Burcham (WB- Vice-Chair), S Parfrey (SP), G Rice
(GR), F Ferrero (FF), S Cardwell (Clerk) and one member of the public.

25/5/32 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Non-Attendance- L White (LW).

25/5/33 Declarations of Interests for Members (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests)- none.

25/5/34 Public Open Forum: Each person wishing to address the council will be allowed to speak for a
maximum of 5 minutes subject to the Chairman’s discretion. This part cannot be longer than 10
minutes per item- no one wished to speak.

25/5/35 Planning

25/5/35.1 Update regarding creating a Neighbourhood plan- Clir SJR confirmed she had attended the Catworth
Neighbourhood Plan open day with Clir WB which was very beneficial. A link to their website and a
relevant video had been circulated previously by Clir SUR. The school fete will take place on 28™"
June between 1pm and 4pm and will be an opportunity to gather information and provide details for
people who might be interested in being involved in the process.

25/5/35.2 To discuss the additional 'Call for sites' sites in Spaldwick from Huntingdonshire District Council and
formulate comments for submission- Following discussions, the following comments were agreed:

Spaldwick Parish Council would not recommend supporting development at this proposed site based on the
following concerns:

Contradicts the current HDC Local Plan

» HDC adopted their Local Plan in 2019 with Spaldwick defined as a small settlement. Spaldwick was NOT
identified as an area requiring new housing development, (especially Major Scale); under LP9 we should be
considering in-fill proposals

*The proposal is outside the village boundary so contradicts the current HDC Local Plan to 2035.

Highway safety concerns

*The Parish Council considers that the 15 homes recently approved (Land East of lvy Way) already present
considerable safety risks to the village; additionally, the developer had said that they would not look to develop
further up the field.

*The safety risk to residents from the dangerous location of the site in relation to A14 traffic and its proximity to
the Spaldwick services. The proposed site is adjacent to the busy A14 and opposite the service station with
vehicles travelling in excess of 70 mph past the site and lorries parking on the road. There would be great risk
to pedestrians and traffic using the new estate.

*Highway safety and short A14 East and Westbound sliproads to enter /exit Spaldwick.

*Traffic slowing from 70 to 30 or to turn in to the garage, also traffic emerging from the busy services.

*Volume of traffic to the village (there are several listed buildings on the High ST). In addition to the proposed
development in Kimbolton of 290 houses, the volume of traffic coming through the village would increase
enormously.

Lack of amenities within the village

*There are very limited amenities in the village and the service station serves passing road traffic.

*There are few employment opportunities in the village and no sustainable transport modes to travel to a job.
*LP 16 Sustainable Travel. This proposal does not help with sustainable travel. Any employment would require
travel by car due to the distances involved. Cycling to nearby villages is possible in good weather, however, in
the autumn and winter the roads are too dangerous due to the many large lorries on the narrow roads.

*Lack of school places.

Flooding and drainage issues

*Significant flooding and the impact on the surrounding area (risk of blocking access to the whole village) and
run-off from the site into the brook.

Increased flood risk to the homes of existing residents.



*LP 15 Surface Water. The Parish Council, along with most of the village, are very concerned about flooding.
The area of land for this proposal is the lowest point in the village and already floods regularly. The new
National Planning Policy Framework from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities has
some clear guidance on flood risk. Proposals should take FULL account of the long-term implications of flood
risk. Local planning authorities should ensure that any developments will be flood safe for its lifetime, without
increasing flood risk elsewhere, and, where possible, will reduce flood risk overall. The issues for Spaldwick
are that flood run-off from the development will be directed to other properties in the village on the High Street
and lvy Way affecting existing family homes and Listed Buildings. Also, flooding from Ellington Brook will not
be able to use the field as a sink which will increase the flood risk to the rest of the village.

*The current drains are not up to standard and the capacity of the sewerage pump for the village inadequate to
tolerate further houses.

*LP 6 Waste Water Management states that a proposal will not be supported without an agreed plan to
upgrade the existing sewer network. Already homes in lvy Way suffer from sewerage regularly bubbling up into
their toilets due to the inadequate water treatment capacity of the existing sewer system. This proposal will
connect to these sewers and will lead to many more unacceptable occurrences.

* It is currently a Greenfield site for farming.
* The Parish Council considers that any housing to be added in the village should be affordable and for people
with an existing connection to the village.

25/5/36 Finance

25/5/36.1 Update regarding the War Memorial grant funding application- Clir GR confirmed the grant should be
received in the bank account shortly and he is also expecting the second quote imminently to
complete the work. He now has the details of two further companies too to approach for further
quotes. The planning application is also prepared ready for submission once all quotes have been
received.

Expenditure for approval 22™ May 2025
25/5/36.2 To ratify final payment made to Total Energies for October 2024: £2.68 (inc. VAT)- the payment was
ratified.

25/5/37 Assets — Provision/Maintenance

25/5/37.1 Discussion regarding the Town and Poors field, allotment site and Allotment Association (SCAA)-
Following discussions at the previous Parish Council meeting it was decided that Clir WB, in her
capacity as the Parish Councillor responsible for liaison with SCAA and her knowledge of
allotments, would be the most suitable person to conduct all allotment inspections going forward. It
was decided that the next inspection will take place in June or July but further spot checks may be
considered necessary as the Council sees fit.

25/5/38 Correspondence (previously circulated)- noted.
25/5/39 Councillors’ questions.

25/5/40 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 19" June.

The meeting closed at 8.59pm

Signed: Date:

Chair



