
MINUTES 
 
Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th June 2025 at 7.30pm in Spaldwick Community Room, 
Spaldwick Primary School. 
 
Present: Councillors S Jackson-Rimmer (SJR- Chair), W Burcham (WB- Vice-Chair), S Parfrey (SP), G 
Rice (GR), L White (LW), F Ferrero (FF), District & County Cllr I Gardener, S Cardwell (Clerk) and two 
members of the public. 
 
25/6/1 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Non-Attendance- none.   
25/6/2 Declarations of Interests for Members (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests)- none. 
25/6/3 To Receive and Approve the Minutes of the Annual meeting of Spaldwick Parish Council Meeting on  

15th May 2025 and the extraordinary meeting on 22nd May 2025- Cllr SJR proposed signing and  
approval of the minutes as a true record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr GR and carried  
unanimously. 

25/6/4 Matters arising from those Minutes- Cllr WB signed her Vice-Chair acceptance of office.   
25/6/5 To receive and consider any applications for co-option (signing of acceptance of office if applicable)-  

P Scrutton presented himself for co-option, was proposed by Cllr WB and seconded by Cllr SP.   
After co-option the acceptance of office form was signed. 

25/6/6 Public Open Forum: Each person wishing to address the council will be allowed to speak for a       
 maximum of 5 minutes subject to the Chairman’s discretion. This part cannot be longer than 10  

             minutes per item- A representative of Spaldwick Parish Church Council spoke to request financial  
 support from the council with maintenance of the mower equipment used for the churchyard.  They  
 purchased the equipment and have a team of volunteers that complete the mowing and general  
 maintenance but costs to service the equipment this year are particularly high.  The land  
 maintained by the team of volunteers is not just Church land and has a footpath that goes through  
 it.  The Diocese does not contribute towards costs such as these.   

     District & County Cllr I Gardener then addressed the Council providing the following update: he  
 thanked electors for reelecting him as their County Councillor and confirmed the County Council is  
 now under Liberal Democrat control.  Cllr Gardener will sit on the Highways and Transportation,  
 Planning, Staffing and Appeals and Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority committees.   
 Three proposals have been put forward for the Local government reorganization but the  
 government does not have to pick one of these, they could decide on a different option.  There will  
 be public consultation on the three proposals, however.  There will be District Councils next year  
 and two new unitary elections the following year.  The final proposal for the reorganization will be  
 put forward in November 2025 to take effect in April 2028.  Cllr Gardener then confirmed that the  
 Elections Act means that people can only have postal votes for a maximum of three years now.   
 Huntingdonshire District Council will issue reminders but lots of Huntingdonshire postal vote  
 applications expire in January 2026 so new applications will need to be made  
 (elections@hdc.gov.uk).  Sawtry swimming pool is planned for re-opening in Spring 2026.  Weekly  
 food waste collections (statutory service) is to commence in March 2026 with two caddies to be  
 issued per household (7 litres for kitchen and 23 litres for outside).  He also confirmed that he had  
 raised the following concerns in relation to the Brampton Cross Development proposals: flooding of  
 the Alconbury and Ellington brooks (these closed the A14 in 2020), sliproads danger, the Ellington  
 junction, volumes of traffic at the Brampton Hut junction.   

 
25/6/7 Planning 

To consider new planning consultations: none 
 
25/6/7.1 Determined by planning authority: 
   Reference: 25/00786/TRCA.  Address: Beech House 20 High Street Spaldwick Huntingdon PE28  

  0TD.  Application Received: Wed 30 Apr 2025.  Proposal: T1 and T2 White Willow - Both have  
  been historically pollarded to about 6m. T1 - Fell the tree to ground level. T2 - Repollard back to  
  the original pollard points.  Status: Approved. Decision Issued Date: Thu 05 Jun 2025- noted.  
 

25/6/7.2 Further discussion regarding a Neighbourhood plan- Cllrs SJR and WB to attend the Spaldwick  
  School Fete on 28th June 1-4pm to consult residents on the process. 

 
25/6/8 Finance  
25/6/8.1 Accounts update.  Balance at 12.06.2025: £60,788.34- noted. 
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25/6/8.2 To discuss a Church mowing support request- Following discussions regarding the request made  
   during the public open forum.  Cllr SP proposed the Council pay this year’s maintenance costs for  
   the mowing equipment.  This was seconded by Cllr FF and carried. 

25/6/8.3 To discuss a support request from Playtimes- deferred.  
25/6/8.4 To consider replacing Community Room lamp units for new LED low voltage units (£200 +/-)-  

   deferred pending check of lease.  
25/6/8.5 To discuss funding Ideas (Woolley Hill Wind Farm, National Highways Social Value Fund etc.)-  

   items raised were: heaters for the Community Room, playground upgrade (wetpour and  
   equipment), village pump, heritage lecturn for the village green, auto speedwatch boxes (£300 +/-  
   each), T & P field, noticeboards, open space, extra pavement: Thrapston Rd & Stow Rd,  
   pedestrian crossing near the allotments and village benches.  

25/6/8.6 To note: the 2025/6 Strategic Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding round is now open-  
   deadline 15th August 16:00- it was noted that according to HDC the playground repairs needed do  
   not comply with the requirements of the scheme. 
 
   Expenditure for approval 19th June 2025 

25/6/8.7 To note: Direct debit: Tomato/ Clear Energies (Account 3179364180)- TBC- £14.49 & £1.34 (inc.  
   VAT). 

25/6/8.8 Clerk’s wages (May-Jun): £643.50 (S.Cardwell: £556.10 HMRC: income tax £87.40 & NI: £32.49). 
25/6/8.9 A.Murphy invoice for cleaning of the Community Room (May-Jun): £61.05. 
25/6/8.10 CAPALC Nimble training courses: £60.00. 
25/6/8.11To ratify 2nd May cut payment made to: Cambridgeshire Garden & Property Maintenance £360.00  

   (inc. VAT). 
25/6/8.12 Cambridgeshire Garden & Property Maintenance June cut: £336.00 (inc. VAT). 
25/6/8.13 ICO Data protection fee renewal: £52.00.  
25/6/8.14 Grafton Projects invoice 1/IP8698: £19.77 (inc. VAT).   
25/6/8.15 Parish Online membership renewal: £72.00 (inc. VAT). 
25/6/8.16 Wyton Mower Centre- Charity field grasscutting: £150.00 (inc. VAT). 

    -Cllr SJR proposed all payments be approved, excluding item 8.10 for which an invoice has not  
    yet been received.  This was seconded by Cllr LW and carried unanimously.  Cllrs GR and SJR  
    will authorise the payments.  In relation to grasscutting by Cambridgeshire Garden & Property  
    Maintenance, an email of praise received from a resident about the new contractors was shared.   
    The Clerk also confirmed the County Council contribution towards village grasscutting for the year  
    has been set at £509.84. 

 
25/6/9 Assets – Provision/Maintenance 
25/6/9.1 Review of assets (weekly play park inspection, defibrillator, MVAS units- including offer of warranty  

  extension)- All ok.  It was agreed to decline the warranty extension. 
25/6/9.2 Update regarding the Community Room (including cupboard sort through and heating options)-  

   The 22nd July was decided for the cupboard and grant funding to be considered for the heaters. 
25/6/9.3 Update from Cllr GR regarding The War Memorials Trust and grant application- Cllr GR confirmed  

  he has received a second quote now and has two further candidates for additional quotes. 
25/6/9.4 Discussion regarding the Town and Poors Field, allotment site and Allotment Association (SCAA)  

  including a request from SCAA regarding rent for the new plot- The minutes from the most recent  
  SCAA meeting had been circulated.  Following discussions, Cllr GR proposed that the new plot  
  rent could be charged pro-rata nine months fee from 1st July (with a minimum of six months).  This  
  was seconded by Cllr PS and carried unanimously.  A request for SCAA to place a stall on the  
  Village Green was discussed, however, considering Highway safety and insurance restrictions, it  
  was agreed that use of the Community Room should be offered instead for an open  
  morning/fundraiser and stall to sell excess produce.  This was proposed by Cllr SJR, seconded by  
  Cllr GR and carried unanimously.  Land Registry documents to be looked into for the Town and  
  Poors field. 

25/6/9.5 IT update including website- Cllrs FF and GR to work on the email issues and website. 
 
25/6/10 Highways, footpaths, trees, etc. 
25/6/10.1 Highways update including A14 Safety Advisory Group (SAG) meetings- There are no meetings  

    being held currently.  A list of agreed feedback regarding the A14 works is to be sent to A Trille  
    of National Highways by Cllr SJR. 

25/6/10.2 Update regarding the 24/25 LHI bid and planned MVAS unit (including collection of the MVAS)-  
    Clause 10 of the Memorandum of Understanding (regarding moving the device’s location) is to  



    be removed. Cllr GR will collect and install. 
25/6/10.3 To discuss the 2025/2026 LHI bid- It was discussed that double yellow lines around the Village  

     Green and opposite the petrol station could be possible bids. 
25/6/10.4 To discuss biodiversity- Following the HDC forum that Cllr SJR attended, a site visit will be  

     conducted by a member of HDC’s Open Spaces Team to provide further advice.   
25/6/10.5 To discuss comments to send to CCC regarding Stow Longa’s feasibility Study for their LHI bid- It  

     was agreed that the Parish Council would support measures to improve safety in Stow Longa  
     village. 

25/6/10.6 To discuss the Local Government Reorganisation details sent through- The three options outlined  
     by Cllr I Gardener had been circulated previously; Central Government will decide on the  
     outcome. 

25/6/10.7 To note: a Highways report has been made regarding the missing path (FP12), opposite  
     Spaldwick petrol station, where the crops in places are over 650mm high- noted. 

25/6/10.8 To discuss the CCC Public Rights of Way Hierarchy engagement- deferred. 
 
25/6/11 To discuss and agree a representative for the Remembrance Sunday Service- It was agreed that  

  Cllr GR will represent the Parish Council.    
 

25/6/12 Any items for the next edition of Spaldwick News- Postal voting details. 
 
25/6/13 Correspondence (-previously circulated- see attached list)- all noted. 
 
25/6/14 Councillors’ questions- The Council took time to remember ex Councillor and Vice Chairman Mike  

 Robinson who served for many years on Spaldwick Parish Council.  Items for the next agenda:  
 Woolley Wind Farm funding application, new Councillor training. 

 
25/6/15 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 17th July.   

 

 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
Signed:                                                          (Chair)                                      Date: 
 


