MINUTES

Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17 July 2025 at 7.30pm in Spaldwick Community Room,
Spaldwick Primary School.

Present: Councillors S Jackson-Rimmer (SJR- Chair), W Burcham (WB- Vice-Chair), S Parfrey (SP), G Rice
(GR), F Ferrero (FF), District & County Clir | Gardener and S Cardwell (Clerk).

25/7/1 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Non-Attendance- L White (LW), P Scrutton (PS).

25/7/2 Declarations of Interests for Members (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests)- none.

25/7/3 To Receive and Approve the Minutes of the meeting of Spaldwick Parish Council on 19" June 2025-
Clir SJR proposed signing and approval of the minutes as a true record of the meeting, seconded by
Clir WB and carried unanimously.

25/7/4 Matters arising from those Minutes- none.

25/7/5 Public Open Forum: Each person wishing to address the council will be allowed to speak for a
maximum of 5 minutes subject to the Chairman’s discretion. This part cannot be longer than 10
minutes per item- District & County CliIr | Gardener addressed the Council providing the following

update: County Council members allowances will increase by 11% from 15" July. They have reinstated the

Health Committee for scrutiny, two MPs have proposed another solution to the Local Government

Reorganisation which would see Huntingdonshire split, the existing Combined Authority could become a

Mayoral Authority from 2026 with various new functions, and it is also proposed that the next Mayoral Elections

will be under supplemental vote (i.e. 1t and 2" preference). With regards to the District Council referred

options from the Local Plan will be for consultation in October 2025, from 28" July 2025 Huntingdonshire will
become a civil parking enforcement area (with enforcement officers for double yellow lines, disabled spaces
etc. with the police retaining the function for speeding, obstruction of pedestrian crossings etc.), and the

Deputy Chief Executive has been elected. Clir Gardener also confirmed that the Internal Drainage Board will

remove the tree from the brook at the end of the bird nesting season.

25/7/6 Planning
To consider new planning consultations: none

Determined by planning authority: none

25/7/6.1 To note: application 24/00883/FUL Construction of a Solar Farm and Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) together with all associated work, equipment and necessary infrastructure, including a
substation and underground cable to provide a connection to the grid. - Solar Farm, Rookery Farm,
Kimbolton Road, Stow Longa, PE28 OTR is to be discussed at the Development Management
Committee (DMC) on Monday 21st July 2025 7pm. The list of speakers closes at 4.30 pm on the
Friday before the day of the meeting- noted.

25/7/6.2 Update regarding a Neighbourhood plan- ClIir SJR confirmed that two people put their names forward
at the school fete to help with a Neighbourhood Plan. On the 8" August there will be a meeting with
HDC representatives to discuss resident feedback gathered about what they would like for the village.

25/7/6.3 To consider the request from Alconbury Parish Council to nominate a representative to attend the
Brampton Cross - all parish meeting on 23 July at 7pm- Clirs SJR and SP volunteered to attend.

25/7/7 Finance

25/7/7.1 Accounts update. Balance at 09.07.2025: £59,188.70 (cashbook at 30.06.25 circulated previously)-
noted.

25/7/7.2 To discuss a support request from Playtimes- deferred.

25/7/7.3 To consider replacing Community Room lamp units for new LED low voltage units (£200 +/-)- it was



decided that at this time the Council does not feel this is necessary for the current levels of usage.

25/7/7.4 Update regarding funding for projects (National Lottery Awards for All and Woolley Hill Wind Farm)-
Clir SJR updated the Council that funding had been agreed from the National Lottery for replacing the
playpark wetpour. The Clerk was asked to see whether funding could be extended for playground
equipment too. It was agreed that Clir SUR would apply to the Woolley Hill Windfarm for the village
planters.

25/7/7.5 To note and approve: Q1 Summary of receipts and payments (previously circulated).

25/7/7.6 To note and approve: Q1 Community room receipts and payments (previously circulated).

25/7/7.7 To note and approve Q1 bank reconciliation (previously circulated)- Clir GR proposed approval of all
three Q1 financial reports; this was seconded by Clir WB and carried unanimously.

Expenditure for approval 17" July 2025
25/7/7.8 To note: Direct debit: Tomato/ Clear Energies (Account 3179364180)- TBC- Clerk confirmed £9.10.
25/7/7.9 Clerk’s wages (Jun-Jul): £525.31 (S.Cardwell: £449.83 HMRC: income tax £62.00 & NI: £13.48).
25/7/7.10 A.Murphy invoice for cleaning of the Community Room (Jun-Jul): £48.84.
25/7/7.11 CAPALC Nimble training courses: £60.00 (amended invoice to be received).
25/7/7.12To ratify 2" June cut payment made to: Cambridgeshire Garden & Property Maintenance (invoice
2717) £336.00 (inc. VAT).
25/7/7.13 Cambridgeshire Garden & Property Maintenance July cut: £336.00 (inc. VAT)- pay when received.
25/7/7.14 Wyton Mower Centre- servicing of churchyard mower: £TBC.
25/7/7.15 Reimbursement for MVAS padlocks purchased by G. Rice: £TBC- Clir GR confirmed £20.75 (inc.
VAT).
25/7/7.16 Pest control invoice: £TBC- Clerk confirmed £96.00 (inc. VAT).
The Clerk advised that three further invoices had been received since publication of the agenda (all
for previously agreed services: Ask IT: domain renewal: £15.59 inc. VAT, CAPALC internal audit:
£269.80, no VAT, and DM Payroll Services: £72.00 inc. VAT). Clir SR proposed all payments be
approved, excluding item 7.11 for which an amended invoice has not yet been received (7.13 to be
set-up once the invoice has been received). She also proposed the three additional invoices be
paid and ratified at the September meeting. This was seconded by Clir SP and carried
unanimously. Clirs WB and SP will authorise the payments.

25/7/8 Assets — Provision/Maintenance

25/7/8.1 Review of assets (weekly play park inspection, defibrillator, MVAS units)- Thanks were expressed to
Clir GR who has collected, installed and tested the new MVAS unit.

25/7/8.2 Update regarding the Community Room (including heating quotes)- Clir SJR confirmed she had
contacted Spaldwick School regarding additional heaters for the Community room. They will need to
assess Whether the electricity capacity is sufficient for this and they would also need to fit them if it is
possible.

25/7/8.3 Update from ClIr GR regarding The War Memorials Trust and grant application- Clir GR has quotes
from two companies now (£8.4k net to replace the laurel and plaque, and £4.2k to clean and re-
carve); he is still sourcing a third quote.

25/7/8.4 Discussion regarding the Town and Poors Field, allotment site and Allotment Association (SCAA)- Clir
WB confirmed she had completed a recent spot inspection of the site with a member of SCAA and all
plots are being worked (not all to 60%); one plot is being kept an eye on and another has a new
tenant. The walkway also needs maintaining. It was noted by Clir SJR that the Town and Poors field
needs cutting before the yellow plants currently there seed; the Council agreed that this should be
arranged.

25/7/8.5 IT update including website- Clir FF confirmed he has created Clir PS’s Council email and also
backed up the Parish Council webpage. He suggested the 25gb current capacity is probably not
sufficient and should be increased to 50gb; this was agreed. He will also order the replacement
laptop battery (cost approximately £25) and this will be added to the next agenda.

25/7/8.6 To note: the 2025 Practitioners' Guide now requires all smaller authorities (excluding parish meetings)
to have a formal IT Policy in place, and to consider adopting the draft IT policy circulated- deferred.

25/7/8.7 Update regarding replacing the playpark safety surface- deferred pending feedback from item 7.4.



25/7/9 Highways, footpaths, trees, etc.

25/7/9.1 Highways update- Clir SUR confirmed that the National Highways minutes from the Safety Advisory
Group meeting have been sent out and the next meeting will be on 12" November at 2pm.

25/7/9.2 Update regarding the 2025/2026 LHI bid- Clir SJR confirmed she is awaiting the date for applications
to be submitted and then will look to place an application for double yellow lines near the village
green.

25/7/9.4 Update regarding biodiversity- Clir SUR confirmed that she and Clir WB had had a meeting with HDC
officers to assess both the open space at Ferriman Road and the Allotments/ Town and Poors field.
The open space contains trees and shrubs including old fruit trees etc. so could be suitable for an
orchard with meadow and a path through (funding available). At the allotments site, the yellow
flowers growing throughout indicate good soil. The hedge needs to be infilled for privacy and wildlife
protection, and a longer grass border by the hedges is to be recommended. HDC can help with
projects such as those discussed and some payments are also potentially available for maintaining
ditches. Further details to follow.

25/7/9.5 To discuss the CCC Public Rights of Way Hierarchy engagement- noted and the Council is happy with
the rankings as they are.

25/7/9.6 To note: watercourse maintenance is planned by the Internal Drainage Board- noted.

25/7/10 To discuss training- There are currently CAPALC and NALC log in issues to be resolved. Clir WB
would like to complete courses about managing projects and also funding. Clir FF would like to
complete new Councillor training. Clerk to arrange booking.

25/7/11 Any items for the next edition of Spaldwick News- none.
25/7/12 Correspondence (previously circulated- see attached list)- all noted.

25/7/13 Councillors’ questions- The following items were noted: * the tree recently cut-down on Royston
Avenue is a District rather than Parish Council tree * the dead tree at the allotments site is also not
Parish Council owned * the Local Government Reorganisation survey closes on the 20" July * an
interview has been conducted for a replacement Clerk and RFO * the current Clerk was asked to
include her holiday pay for the year on the September wages * a resident has noted that the trees and
shrubs on the open space need cutting back as these push on her fence * Clir GR will respond to the
ACRE & NALC flooding survey on behalf of Spaldwick Parish Council * The Energy Infrastructure
Cambs Local Area Energy Plan input survey has a deadline of 315t July.

25/7/14 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 18" September.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Signed: (Chair) Date:



